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Course Description

In an era where domestic and international policy are strongly interlinked, the course aims to
provide students with a basic understanding of Foreign Policy and its implications in domestic
public policy. It gives an introduction to the actors and agents of Foreign Policy and what are the
factors that impact decision making. The course would also explain the different case studies
where international developments such as the discovery of oil have impacted Foreign Policy and
as a result, domestic public policy around the world.

Learning Objectives

Understand the basic concepts of Foreign Policy today and they have come into use
Describe relevant ideas that assist in effective foreign policy

Discuss the interconnectedness of global events on domestic policy along with the
interconnectedness of local events with global affairs

Understand the differing factors that influence foreign policy with respect to national
interest

Develop appropriate response strategies to engage with the foreign policy goals of
different states, especially India

Learning Outcomes

Analyze and evaluate complex policy and organizational challenges in implementing
foreign policy

Understand core concepts and basic principles of foreign policy design

Appreciate international interdependencies and their implication through global
cooperation



e Explore further areas of global cooperation that is multi vector and multiplex yet in line
with national interest

Assessment Rubric

Presentation (in 2 classes) after the end of Unit 2 (40 marks)

Class participation (15 marks): Students must engage in class and listen attentively.
Attendance (15 marks)

Term paper (30 marks)

Classroom Etiquette

The consumption of food and the use of laptops, tablets, smartphones, and other addictive
electronic devices are not allowed. If you are unable to take notes by hand, please discuss an
alternative arrangement with the teaching team. Phones must be turned off at the start of class.

Course Schedule

Unit I | Sessions: 5 | Oversight of Foreign Policy making

Determinants of foreign policy

Actors and agents involved (internal and external) in decision making
Factors influencing foreign policy

Differences between the study of International Relations and Foreign Policy

Unit 11 | Sessions : 3 | Values, Norms and Ethics: Beyond Realpolitik?

The foreign policy of aid
Liberal international order?
Asian Ethics?

Unit 111 | Sessions: 4 | International Organizations and Foreign Policy

Making of the UN and its implications on foreign policy
International organizations and national interest
Multilateral, plurilateral and minilateral organizations

Unit IV | Sessions: 4 | Soft, Hard and Smart Power in Foreign Policy




Soft Power: Cultural underpinnings of foreign policy
The making of smart power
Engaging with the non-state actor: smart or hard power?

Unit V | Sessions : 12 | Case Studies

1.

The Discovery of Oil: National, Regional, and International Implications
The Gulf Cooperation Council

Shell UK and the Persian Oil Company

Oil Pricing and domestic markets

Fracking and the future of Oil

2. Food Security
The Ukraine war and implications on food security
3. US-China trade wars
Semiconductors and Technology
The race for rare earth minerals
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